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“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 
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EPIPHANY 
�
Now that the celebration of the birth of the Christ child has passed, 
we will begin the Season of Epiphany, which will last until Ash 
Wednesday which is on February 17 this year. Epiphany began on 
January 6, when we observed the coming of the Wise Men to see 
Jesus.  In the 1930’s, our churches had a service on Epiphany, but 
now we celebrate it on the Sunday before or after Epiphany. 

We have fourteen hymns under the heading “Epiphany” in LSB. For 
our hymn this month we are choosing LSB  #397, “As with Gladness 
Men of Old,” written by William Chatterton Dix (1837-1865.)  Dix was 
born in Bristol, England to the wife of a surgeon on June 14, 1837.  
Dr. Dix wrote a biography of poet Thomas Chatterton, and gave his 
son his middle name in Chatterton’s honor. William attended the 
Bristol Grammar School for a commercial career.  After school he 
became the manager of a marine insurance company in Glasgow.  
He followed that career to the end of his life. 

He was very interested in the poetry of worship and wrote more than 
40 hymns, some of which are very familiar to us. (See listing on 
page 998 in LSB.)  It has been said of him:  “Few modern writers 
have shown such a gift as his for the difficult art of hymn-writing.”  

He died on September 9, 1898 in Cheddar, Somerset, England and 
was buried at Parish Church there. 

Look at #397 and you can tell from the    very first verse that it talks 
about the Wise Men going to see Jesus.  The first and second lines 
of the hymn verses 1 and 2, speak about the journey of the Wise 
Men and the final line of each verse of 1-3 reverts the attention of 
us.  The words “gladness” and “joyful” are used to show us that the 
Wise Men were happy to do this service to the newborn Christ Child, 
even though the journey may have been very difficult for them.  
Verses 4 and 5 speak directly to Jesus, asking Him to guide us and 
that at the end, our ransomed souls may be taken to heaven.  Verse 
5 is a verse of joy and happiness for we are speaking about what is 
to come in heaven.   
�
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