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“...If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.
Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in
Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied. But now Christ has been
raised from the dead, and the first fruits of those who are asleep.” (I Cor. 15:16-20)

When the former Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev was buried, he had represented an atheistic
government which persecuted to death tens of millions (mostly Christians) who believed in
God. That is why the actions of his wife at his funeral are worth retelling. She stood
motionless by the coffin until seconds before it was closed. Then, just as the soldiers touched
the lid, Brezhnev's wife performed and act o great courage and hope, a gesture that must
surely rank as one of the most profound acts of civil disobedience ever committed: She
reached down and made the sign of the cross on her husband’s chest. There in the citadel of
secular, atheistic power, the wife of the man who had run the Soviet Union, believed that her
husband was wrong. She hoped that there was another life, and that that life was best
represented by Jesus who died on the cross and rose from the grave. In defiance to official
Soviet policy, Brezhnev's wife, still hoped that this same Jesus might yet have mercy on her
husband.

All who believe in Christ as their Redeemer hope for
redemption and salvation by Him. But if there is no
resurrection, their hope in Him must be limited to this life.
The Soviets, atheists and unbelievers of this world would

then be right, “Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you

die.” If Christ did not rise from the dead, then we shouldn’t
waste a single moment in this life believing in a deity of any kind or in
an after-life. We should cast-aside all notions of morality — of right and
wrong. Instead, we should grab whatever happiness, self gratification, and other worldly
pleasures that we can.
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But Paul’'s word, “IF,” looms large over this entire line of reasoning. The truth is that Christ is
not dead, but alive! The grave could not hold Him; “Death has lost its sting.” The verdict on
the first Easter morning by the angels was, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?
Jesus is not here (in the tomb), He is arisen.”

The solemnity of our Lenten worship is always overshadowed by the sheer joy of the glorious
truth of Christ’s resurrection. Satan’s attempt to hide this truth is still found in governments
and political parties today who continue to attack Christians as if believing in the “Risen
Christ” were the worst thing imaginable. The hysterical rants of pseudo-scientists against
Jesus Christ and His holy Church will be forever stamped on their eternal souls as a
reminder to them of the resurrection reality.

Today, as Jesus Christ lives in our hearts and minds and stands before us, we are bold to
make the sign of the cross and say, “In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.” We make the sign of the cross to all who would deny His holy Name. We make the
sign of the cross to a world in rejection of His saving mercies. We make the sign of the cross
to friends, relatives, co-workers, politicians, writers, T.V. commentators, Hollywood Movie
Stars — any and all who deny the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We are assured by Jesus, “Because | live, you too will live.” In the risen Christ is our eternal
life. Pastor Knapp



For most Christians, the Lenten season is both troubling and reassuring. When we look at the
suffering endured by Jesus Christ for the sins of all mankind, we know His sacrifice was for
each one of us. We'd rather not admit that we caused our Savior’s pain but it's true; and His

MISSION OFFERINGS

A check for $500 has been sent
to the Siberian Lutheran Mission
Society from our mission
offerings fund. Thank you to the
members of the Sunday Adult
Bible Class and the Sunday
School students who contributed
the money that helped us reach
that goal on February 21. The
donation will support the Siberian
Lutheran Church in its sharing
God’s Word and Sacraments
with people in Russia.

Haiti Relief

Our new mission project’s goal is
$1,000 to help the people of Haiti
recover from the devastation of
the earthquake that struck that
country on January 12" this
year. The donation will be made
to Lutheran World Relief and
Human Care with a request that
it be channeled through LCMS
missionary, Danelle Putnam, in
the Dominican Republic, a
neighboring country that shares
the island of Hispaniola in the
Caribbean Sea.

KIDS’ WINTER ACTIVITY
Thank you to the members of the
Board of Christian Education for
sponsoring the special activities
on a frosty Saturday in February
that gave our 7 Sunday School
students and 3 of their invited
friends an appreciation of “God’s
Winter Blessings”. The kids
fringed and painted their own
mufflers, played a game, had a
warming snack, enjoyed a
Valentine Treasure Hunt, had a
devotional time, created “indoor
snowmen” and cut paper
snowflakes. It was a very busy
morning!

pain and death also assure us that we are loved with an Everlasting Love and we have
Eternal Life in Him. Through these next weeks, may we each bow our heads in deep
repentance and then raise them joyfully to receive forgiveness.

LENTEN MAILINGS

Wheat Ridge families with children have received a letter reminding them
of our special midweek services during Lent and inviting them to attend
together. Devotion booklets to use for daily family devotions are also
available to students from their Sunday School teachers.

Our Wednesday evening services will be preceded by soup suppers at
5:30 pm and the services, which will start at 6:30, are designed to be
about 45 minutes long giving families ample time for homework and a
reasonable bedtime for kids. Maunday Thursday and Good Friday
observances (April 1 & 2) will begin at 7:00 pm and will not include a soup
supper.

PALM SUNDAY MUSIC

The Sunday School students in grades 1-8 are practicing
an anthem to sing for the 10:30 am worship service on
Palm Sunday, March 28 . They will carry palm branches
to remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem for the
Passover on the first Palm Sunday.

EASTER EGG HUNT

Our traditional Easter Egg Hunt will be held at the
beginning of Sunday School class time, 9:10-10:10 am,
on Easter Sunday morning, April4 . The students in
grades 1-6 are asked to bring their own Easter baskets
and extra baskets will be available for children visiting :
that day. Regular lessons will follow the hunt for treats.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Bible School-2010 has been set for the week of July 19-23
and the Board of Christian Education would like to introduce Christine
Orozco as this year’'s VBS Director. Christine has been a member of our
congregation for about two years coming to us from the Ft. Collins’ area
where some of her family members still reside. She is active in the Adult
Choir and the Board of Evangelism and has also served as a Sunday
School and Bible School teacher. Members are encouraged introduce
themselves to her and offer their support and prayers as she takes on this
important leadership responsibility. God blessings to you, Chris!
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Computers for Bible Translators-Lutheran Bible Tran slators
is a mission grant recipient whose sole purpose is to proclaim the
Gospel to all nations. Sharing the Word of God in the native language
of a culture enables them to read the Good News of Salvation in the
language of their heart. In any language, prayer and Bible Study
strengthen a Christian’s faith. It empowers them with the knowledge
and fortitude to share the Gospel with those around them, to stand firm
in Biblical doctrine, and to constantly learn new truths about the World
nf 2nAd

Please give generously to our Mite Box at LWML MiteCoffee Hour — March 14",

The women of the LWML want to thank the congregation for their
generous support in Sharing the Good News- God is Love gifts
from the Heart mission drive. With your gifts we were able to send
195 Bibles and Hymnals to Elijah Noon. Mr. Noon has completed
The LCMS studies for the pastoral ministry and gathers materials
for his brother to use in sharing the message of salvation with the
people of Nigeria. These Bibles and hymnals will bring the Good
News of Christ’s love and sacrifice to them. There could be no
greater gift shared than the assurance of the resurrection.

We also want to say thank you for your attendance at the
“God Is Love” brunch held Valentines day. What a wonderful

celebration of our oneness in Christ.

Ladies of the congregation are invited to join us for Bible study and fellowship at our regularly scheduled
meeting the second Tuesday of the Month, March 9 at 6:30 p.m.



Project-Faith normally meets
once a month on the fourth
Tuesday at 7p.m. Everyone
is invited to attend and be
involved in Project-Faith.
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MARCH Volunteers:

Joe Broscheit
Mary Campbell

Kasey Broscheit
Eady Broscheit
Noni Cessa John Cleveland
Shirley Cleveland Pauline Groerich
Rev. James Groerich Stan Craven
Lois Craven Barbara Trick
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Located in Edgewater it is a place where friends, family and neighbors can

gather together and enjoy each other’'s company. Local materials and tradesmen
were used in the design and construction. We rescued some interesting
architectural objects and furniture; the marble bar top and back bar cornice, as

well as most of the doors came from the old Columbia Bank building at Colfax &
Wadsworth. The booths are pews from the Synagogue at 17th & Gaylord, while

the chairs previously saw duty in the libraries and courtrooms of the City of Denver.
We obtained copies of the historic photos of Edgewater from the City archives. We
hope you enjoy your Neighborhood Place and look forward to seeing you!
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Joe Broscheit, Eady Broscheit and Judy Kugler were
among 839 pastors and church leaders at a Stephen
Series Leader’s Training Course in Orlando, Florida in
January.

We came from across the U.S. and from dozens of
denominations, yet we were united in mission: learning
how to bring Jesus’ love and care to hurting people.

The fast-paced weeklong course began on Sunday
evening, and concluded the following Saturday at
noon.

There’s so much to absorb during the week. But
everything is so well organized and presented that it
makes it possible to keep up. And the 3,000-page
Leaders’ Manual we received at the conference steps
us through the entire system.

Stephen Leaders direct Stephen Ministry in the
congregation. They are the ones who recruit, select,
train and supervise Stephen Ministers, and they locate
people with needs for care and match them with a
Stephen Minister. They also build awareness regarding
Stephen Ministry in the congregation.

H

The training at an LTC differs from the 50 hours of
Stephen Minister training in the congregation because
the LTC focuses on the administrative and supervisory
aspects of Stephen Ministry. The Stephen Minister
training we offered here at Wheat Ridge Lutheran
focused on the actual caregiving skills Stephen
Ministers will use in their caring relationships.

Joe, Eady and Judy are looking to the future of training
another class of Stephen Ministers.

If you would like more information about Stephen
Ministry, how to receive care from a Stephen Minister,
or how to become a Stephen Minister, please contact
any the the Stephen Leaders.

Stephen Ministry is a Christ-centered ministry that
belongs to the people of Wheat Ridge Lutheran
Church. After attending the LTC, we are even more
impressed with what God can do through this ministry.
We encourage people to support, turn to, or become
involved with Stephen Ministry in whatever way they
can.

Stephen Ministry Leaders will be dedicated and Stephen Ministers

will rededicate themselves for service during the worship services on Sunday, March 15

Many Hands

A primary purpose of our Lutheran High Schools is to
provide an educational ministry that prepares young
people to live productive Christian lives and be
ambassadors for Jesus Christ. Empty desks in our
schools are missed opportunities to provide that
ministry to students and their families!

One third of the students at our schools would not be
able to attend if they did not receive tuition assistance
and there is room for more students to receive the
educational ministry we provide. One of our families
receiving tuition assistance said this, “We listen to the
news and know what is going on for teenagers

these days; we have the security of knowing our

daughter is in a safe, caring and loving
environment where God is present daily! Without
the generosity of donors and the tuition assistance
program, we would be unable to send her to
Lutheran High School. This school, the staff and
its programs are changing students and their
family’s lives. It changed ours and we cannot
thank you enough.”

The Many Hands Initiative provides an opportunity for
many people to help with the challenges we face.

Contact the church office for details on how you can
support this important ministry



PLEASE WELCOME!

Marietta Stephenson IS one of our newest members. She brings her membership from Redeemer
Lutheran Church here in Denver where she and her family enjoyed being active members for 25 years.
For a number of years before that they were members at Bethlehem in Lakewood. Marietta and her
family originally came from Indiana. Since good care was not available there for their son Michael

(who is disabled) they decided to move west to Colorado. Michael is now a resident in a Good
Shepherd group home. She also has a daughter who lives in Arvada. Marietta is an avid volunteer,
especially for Good Shepherd. Since her husband died eight years ago, she now lives in a senior
apartment and has happily learned to know Virginia Bennett of our congregation. When she was asked
how she felt about coming to our church and how she was welcomed, her excited response was:
"Beautiful!" Be sure you get to know Marietta. You will have gained a good friend.

Dennis and Shirley Nelson came to Colorado from North Dakota about 19 % years ago. Both were
born and raised in North Dakota. They have 3 grown children living across the United States; Dallas, Los
Angeles and Boston. All were University of Colorado graduates. Dennis is retired from the Bureau of
Reclamation as an Economist and now works part time at Wal Mart. Shirley travels to the VA Hospital as a
Medical Technologists, head of her department. Dennis’ hobbies are playing on the computer and working
Sudoku puzzles. Shirley enjoys quilting. They are pleased to be members of Wheat Ridge Lutheran Church
and have found everyone to be very friendly.

Sheila Fornall was born in Great Falls, Montana. She and her husband, Kevin, have been married for
31 years. They were sweethearts in Great Falls. They moved to Denver in 1978. Sheila and Kevin have two
daughters, Jenni and Kim; one granddaughter, Isabella who is six months old and another grandchild on the
way. Sheila’s hobbies are quilting, cross stitch, and music. She has played professionally with her flute and
saxophone. Put a musical instrument in front of her and she can play it. Her major in school was music.
Sheila has joined the church choir. Why did she choose Wheat Ridge Luther Church? “Joel and Eady
Broscheit invited me to an Advent service and sometime later | started coming.” Sheila thinks it is a very
friendly church.
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