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Luther and music are inseparably connected. One of the most eminent historical 
scholars has said of the Luther and the Reformation,  “…a re-animation, and enlivening 
of thought and spirit, such as has not been since the time of Jesus Christ…”  However, 
Luther would never accept such accolades. He would say instead, “I am only a worm; I 
am as dust compared to the wonderful grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!” 
Thus, Martin Luther, always felt that he had only done that which the holy apostles had 
enjoined -“Follow Christ!” 
 
Today, we thank God for His word of prophecy of Revelation 14:6-7, where He assures 
His Church that the Holy Gospel will go forth to the nation. One cannot but help to see 
in Luther a fulfillment of this prophecy. He was a man born over 500 years ago. A 
person endowed with the Spirit of God to stand against kings and princes and pope 
and empire in order to restore the Gospel to a dying world. Again, not Luther, but a 
gracious and loving God is to receive all glory! 
 
“Here I stand. My conscience is bound by the Word of God. God help me. Amen!” 
Luther said that to an irreligious past. We must say it to our uncertain future. In both 
cases, such faith is the faith that changed the world, because it is the faith founded on 
Christ. 
 
It is our father in the faith, Martin Luther, who said this about music: “Music is a 
precious, glorious gift of God. It is very close to theology. I would not trade what little 
music I know for something more impressive. Young people should constantly be 
exposed to good music. It produces a fine, adept people…Music is as great antidote to 
Satan, for it drives away many severe temptations. The devil simply cannot stand it… 
With music, we express our deepest feelings, our faith…” 
 
Indeed our music should reflect accurately our faith in Jesus Christ. Implied here is that 
not all music accomplishes that goal. But when music declares the riches of God’s 
grace, mercy, and love in Christ, then our souls are truly lifted-up. Music can and 
should reinforce the vital doctrines taught in the Bible. This doesn’t mean that it must all 
be somber. Christian music should exhibit our range of moods, especially joy, as we 
worship and praise God in Christ for the great things He has done. 
 
In this way we join with Luther who viewed the words “say and sing” as a single 
concept resulting from the inevitable eruption of joyful song in the heart of the 
redeemed. This was in contrast to some other reformers who saw music as always 
potentially troublesome and in need of strict control and direction. But Luther saw in 
music the freedom of the Gospel, praised in a wide variety of music. 
 
Let us join with Luther in saying: “God has made our hearts and spirits happy through 
His dear Son… He who believes this sincerely and earnestly cannot help but be happy; 
he must cheerfully sing…”     
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