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The Death of Lazarus 
John 11:1-45 



+Matins+ 
LSB p. 219 

Opening Hymn 

439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken sts. 1–8 

 

 

 

 

5 The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;  
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted;  
God is committed. 

6 There was no spot in me by sin untainted;  
Sick with sin’s poison, all my heart had fainted;  
My heavy guilt to hell had well-nigh brought me,  
Such woe it wrought me. 

7 O wondrous love, whose depth no heart hath sounded,  
That brought Thee here, by foes and thieves surrounded!  
All worldly pleasures, heedless, I was trying  
While Thou wert dying. 

8 O mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory!  
How shall I spread abroad Thy wondrous story?  
How shall I find some worthy gifts to proffer?  
What dare I offer? 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Lent Versicles LSB 219 

 



 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 

Psalmody 

Antiphon (Common) LSB 220 

 

 

Venite LSB 220 

 



 

 

 

Antiphon (Common) LSB 221 

 

 

Psalm 130 

 
1Out | of the depths* 
 I cry to you, | O LORD!  
2O Lord, | hear my voice!* 
 Let your ears be attentive  
 to the voice of my pleas for | mercy! 
3If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,* 
 O Lord, | who could stand? 
4But with you there is for- | giveness,* 
 that you | may be feared. 



5I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,* 
 and in his | word I hope; 
6my soul waits for the Lord  
 more than watchmen for the | morning,* 
 more than watchmen for the | morning. 
7O Israel, hope in the LORD!  
 For with the LORD there is | steadfast love,* 
 and with him is plentiful re- | demption.  
8And he will redeem | Israel* 
 from all his in- | iquities. 

Readings 

Old Testament Ezekiel 37:1–14 
 1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle 
of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, 
hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these 
slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, 
I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 
13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 
14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know 
that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

Response 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Romans 8:1–11 
 1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set 
you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 
not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that 
the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; 
indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

Response 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel John 11:1–45 
 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2It was Mary who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to 



him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is 
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, 
“Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of 
this world. 10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11After saying these things, 
he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if 
he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest 
in sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 
 17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their 
brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that 
whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to 
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
coming into the world.” 
 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” 29And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but 
was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 
Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when 
Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 
come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 
 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has 
been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew 
that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.” 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him. 

Response 
A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 222 

 

 



430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 

5 They rise and needs will have  
    My dear Lord made away;  
A murderer they save,  
    The Prince of Life they slay.  
Yet cheerful He  
    To suff’ring goes  
    That He His foes  
From thence might free. 

6 In life no house, no home  
    My Lord on earth might have;  
In death no friendly tomb  
    But what a stranger gave.  
What may I say?  
    Heav’n was His home 
    But mine the tomb  
Wherein He lay. 

7 Here might I stay and sing,  
    No story so divine!  
Never was love, dear King,  
    Never was grief like Thine.  
This is my friend,  
    In whose sweet praise 
    I all my days  
Could gladly spend! 

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Text: Public domain 

Sermon 

Canticle 



Te Deum LSB 223 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer 

Kyrie LSB 227 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

Collects 

Introduction to Collects LSB 227 

 

 



Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved 
evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Collect for Grace 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of this 

day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any 
kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

 

 

Benediction LSB 228 

 

 

 

439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken sts. 9–15 

 

 

 



 

13 Whate’er of earthly good this life may grant me,  
I’ll risk for Thee; no shame, no cross, shall daunt me.  
I shall not fear what foes can do to harm me  
Nor death alarm me. 

14 But worthless is my sacrifice, I own it;  
Yet, Lord, for love’s sake Thou wilt not disown it;  
Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy great meekness  
Nor shame my weakness. 

15 And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven  
To me the crown of joy at last is given,  
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee,  
I, too, shall praise Thee. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Worship Note 
Jesus weeps at Lazarus’ grave.  Of course He weeps.  He weeps as one who has lost a friend to death.  And that might sound strange.  
For Jesus surely knows about the resurrection of the dead.  And He also knows that in a few short minutes He is going to call Lazarus 
from the tomb and embrace His once dead but now living friend.  So why does Jesus weep?  He weeps because death is an enemy of 
man.  In fact, it is the last and final enemy.  He weeps because He did not create man to die.  He weeps because of the sin that has 
brought about death and threatens eternal death.  He weeps as the God-man who cares and loves His creation so deeply that He would 
actually do something about it.  And that “something” His the cross.  It His the grave.  Jesus comes to die our death and be buried in 
our grave so that His death might be our life and His grave might be our resting place.  “Lazarus, come out of the tomb.!”  I can’t wait 
to hear those same words spoken to me! 

The Hymn of the Week 
O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken—LSB 439 
Next to Paul Gerhardt, Johann Heermann, the author of this hymn, was the most important Lutheran hymnist of the 17th century.  All 
15 stanzas of this hymn appeared in his 1630 hymnal, “House and Heart Music”.  Heermann lived during the 30 Years War, a very 
dangerous and trying time for those in Germany.  Countless times he was forced out of his parish, home, or city due to the violence 
surrounding it.  He recounted how once, while he was crossing a river toward safety, he could hear the bullets whistle past his head.  
Stanzas 1-7 of “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” recount and retell the Passion of Jesus.  Stanzas 8-14 deal with the 
believer’s life and faith.  And the final stanza speaks of the fulfillment of the new life of the redeemed, who have now been saved 
because of the cross of Christ. 

Prayer of the Week 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body 
and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Next Week:  Scriptures:  John 12:12-19 (Palm Sunday Procession); Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 118:19-29; Philippians 2:5-11; John 
12:20-43 
          Liturgy:  Matins:  LSB—219  

Pastor has a Podcast 
Have you always wanted to learn more about the Formula of Concord, but have never had the time?  Do you have absolutely no idea 
what the Formula of Concord is, but would like to learn?  Well, pastor has a podcast.  And it covers this very topic.  The podcast is 
called The Uncultured Saints and can be found wherever you download your podcasts, on the Higher Things Website (https://
higherthings.org/podcasts/the-uncultured-saints/), or the church’s website (www.wrlutheran.org). 

https://higherthings.org/podcasts/the-uncultured-saints/
https://higherthings.org/podcasts/the-uncultured-saints/
http://www.wrlutheran.org

