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God Himself Is Judge 
Psalm 50 



Service of Light 
Stand 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Psalmody 

Psalm 50 Psalm 50:1–15 
1The Mighty One, God the LORD, 
 speaks and sum- | mons the earth* 
 from the rising of the sun to its | setting. 
2Out of Zion, the perfection of | beauty,* 
 God | shines forth. 
3Our God comes; he does not keep | silence;* 
 before him is a devouring fire, 
 around him a mighty | tempest. 
4He calls to the heav- | ens above* 



 and to the earth, that he may judge his | people: 
5“Gather to me my | faithful ones,* 
 who made a covenant with me by | sacrifice!” 
6The heavens declare his | righteousness,* 
 for God him- | self is judge! 
7“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; 
 O Israel, I will testify a- | gainst you.* 
 I am | God, your God. 
8Not for your sacrifices do I re- | buke you;* 
 your burnt offerings are continually be- | fore me. 
9I will not accept a bull | from your house* 
 or goats | from your folds. 
10For every beast of the for- | est is mine,* 
 the cattle on a | thousand hills. 
11I know all the birds | of the hills,* 
 and all that moves in the | field is mine. 
12“If I were hungry, I would not | tell you,* 
 for the world and its full- | ness are mine. 
13Do I eat the | flesh of bulls* 
 or drink the | blood of goats? 
14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanks- | giving,* 
 and perform your vows to the | Most High, 
15and call upon me in the day of | trouble;* 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.” 

L Let us pray. 
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us 
that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and 
may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

Readings 

Old Testament Malachi 4 
 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The 
day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But 
for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like 
calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the 
day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 
 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
 5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6And he will turn 
the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a 
decree of utter destruction.” 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Luke 21:25–36 
 25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity 
because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on 
the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near.” 
 29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for 
yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that 
the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, 
and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 



36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, 
and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 
    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

Tune and text: Public domain 

Sermon 

Canticle 



Stand 

Magnificat LSB 248 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 
Kneel/Stand 



Litany LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
  

 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 



 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

 

 

Collect For Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

Stand 

Benedicamus LSB 252 

 

 



Benediction LSB 252 

 

 

353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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