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The Birth of Jesus Christ 
Luke 2:15-20 



361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Service of Light 
Stand 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 
L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and 

a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify 
You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 



 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

L Let us pray. 
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us 
that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and 
may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

Psalm 2 Psalm 2 

 
1Why do the | nations rage* 
 and the peoples | plot in vain? 
2The kings of the earth set themselves, 
 and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,* 
 against the LORD and against his anointed, | saying, 
3“Let us burst their | bonds apart* 
 and cast away their | cords from us.” 
4He who sits in the | heavens laughs;* 
 the Lord holds them in de- | rision. 
5Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,* 
 and terrify them in his fury, | saying, 
6“As for me, I have | set my King* 
 on Zion, my | holy hill.” 
7I will tell of | the decree:* 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
 today I have be- | gotten you. 
8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,* 
 and the ends of the earth your pos- | session. 
9You shall break them with a | rod of iron* 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.” 
10Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;* 
 be warned, O rulers | of the earth. 
11Serve the | LORD with fear,* 
 and rejoice with | trembling. 
12Kiss the Son, 
 lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
 for his wrath is quickly | kindled.* 
Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him. 

Readings 



Old Testament Isaiah 9:2–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Titus 2:11–14 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Luke 2:15–20 
 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 
had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 



370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

Canticle 
Stand 

Magnificat LSB 248 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Prayer 
Kneel/Stand 

Litany LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
  

 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 



L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

 

 



366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Collect For Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

Stand 



Benedicamus LSB 252 

 

 

Benediction LSB 252 

 

 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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