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Christmas Midnight
December 24, 2020

The Birth of Jesus Christ
Luke 2:15-20



361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’'n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-1le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.

So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,

No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
(0] come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

Text and tune: Public domain

Service of Light

Stand
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver

o)
%> i
NSV o Py oo ]
g *—&

Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.



Phos Hilaron
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Joy - ous light of glo-ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
r49"""""""F!!!W""+"""‘*k"""""‘““F!!!’$““?-"'%““F““‘ﬁ““‘ﬂ
| | | I. -I I ‘ | I I | | | |
Q) - [ |
We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
h — [— —— [————
A —T—F—F— 1 —————————
F@—d—d—'—d—d—‘—dd = o i '1 T ———f—
You are wor-thy of be-ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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the wu - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.

Thanksgiving for Light

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and
a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify

Sit

You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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1 Gen-tle Mar-y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar-y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
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He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau - ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Tune and text: Public domain

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us
that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and
may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Psalm 2 Psalm 2
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I'Why do the | nations rage*

and the peoples | plot in vain?
2The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,*

against the LORD and against his anointed, | saying,
3“Let us burst their | bonds apart*

and cast away their | cords from us.”

4He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*

the Lord holds them in de- | rision.
5Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,*

and terrify them in his fury, | saying,
6“As for me, I have | set my King*

on Zion, my | holy hill.”

7T will tell of | the decree:*

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have be- | gotten you.

8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.

9You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”

10Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
liServe the | LORD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling.
12Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blesséd are all who take ref- | uge in him.

Readings



Old Testament Isaiah 9:2-7

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
70f the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Titus 2:11-14
lFor the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, !3waiting for our blessed hope,
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Luke 2:15-20
I5When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 1°And they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that
had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 1But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

O Lord, have mercy on us.

Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.



370 What Child Is This
u

n A 1
S L e e B
1 What child is this, who, laild to rest, On Mar - y’s lap
2 Why lies He in  such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing:;
pierce  Him through, The Cross be Dborne for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings  her Iul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon
Canticle
Stand
Magnificat LSB 248
Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic -

es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has  shown strength withHis . . . ... ... .... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5 Glo - ry be to the Father and tothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ........... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . .. ... ... ... ... . ...... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . ... ... ... ... . ... . Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be hold, fromthis . .. ... ... ......... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . ... ... ... ... .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has  helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .. ............ call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . ... ... .. A - men. Refrain

Prayer

Kneel/Stand

Litany

The congregation s response may begin just as the leader s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung

simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

LSB 249
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all
the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and
all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone

before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.




366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,

2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,

3 All  you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And  still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.

Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and

slow:

When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.

“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,

Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels

Text and tune: Public domain

Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that
peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Lord’s Prayer
Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand



Benedicamus
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Let us bless the Lord.

o
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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(P) The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the -+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve

gg
A - men.

363 Silent Night, Holy Night
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1 Si - lent night, ho -
2 Si - lent night, ho -
3 Si - lent night, ho -

Shep - herds

calm,

quake

God,
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gin moth - er and child.
from heav - en
from Thy ho-ly

a - far,

face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep

in heav-en-ly
the Sav -ior, is
sus, Lord, at Thy
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all is bright Round yon vir
at the sight; Glo - ries stream
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams
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Heav’n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-1lu - ial
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace,
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peace, Sleep
born! Christ,
birth, Je -
Tune and text: Public domain
Acknowledgments

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.

All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.



