Whear Ridge Lutberan Cburch

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 24, 2023

Iaborers in the Vinegarcl
Matthew 20:1-16
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Christ a - lone we live, And if we die, to Christ our
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We are the Lord’s, safe in God’s faith - ful - ness.
We are the Lord’s, safe in God’s faith - ful - ness.

Text: Norman J. Kansfield, 1940

Tune: Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625

Text: © 1997 Norman J. Kansfield. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all



Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

Psalm 116:12-13, 15—16, antiphon: v. 17

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
What shall I render | to the LORD*
for all his bene- | fits to me?
I will lift up the cup of sal- | vation*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
Precious in the sight | of the LORD*
is the death | of his saints.
O LORD, [ am your | servant;*
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have | loosed my bonds.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving™*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise

LSB 168



let us pray to the Lord.
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whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun His reign.

Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - Iu

Salutat102 and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P) Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help us trust in
Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

0“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;

7let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,*
for those who fear him lack | nothing!

Isaiah 55:6-9

Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.



Epistle

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous, *
but the LORD delivers him out | of them all.

Philippians 1:12—14, 19-30

12] want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has
become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 1And most
of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word
without fear. . . .

19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance,
2035 it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always
Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 2!For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If [ am
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 231 am hard pressed between
the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on
your account. 2>Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the
faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

270nly let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, |
may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,
28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your
salvation, and that from God. 2%For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in
him but also suffer for his sake, 3%engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
0 4 | | |
| N |
LY | I I I N |

o \ J [
Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers
for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, “and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too,
and whatever is right [ will give you.” 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the
same. °And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’
8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages,
beginning with the last, up to the first.” YAnd when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a
denarius. 1'Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a
denarius. !'And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour,
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to
one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? '4Take what belongs to you
and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs
to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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555 Salvation unto Us Has Come
i 9 ﬂu. K—T— 1 1 T T i T N — : ™
: P " J i J_"_i
.) 1 ! I I 1 .I
1 Sal - wva-tion un - to us has come By God’s free grace and
2 What God did in His Law de -mand And none to Him could
31t was a false, mis-lead-ing dream That God His Law had
4 From sin our flesh could not ab - stain, Sin held its sway un-
i 9 ﬂu. f f N — } } " T i T K
R R = s~ ===
fa - vor; Good works can - not a - vert our doom, They
ren - der Caused wrath and woe  on ev - ry hand For
giv. - en That sin - ners could them - selves re - deem And
ceas - ing; The task was use - less and in vain, Our
h H 1 1 A 1
[ L | f T 1 | N | " | ]
'(‘9 H— ' ' o @ o1 w3 ot " —
S = | = — '
help and save us nev - er. Faith looks to Je - sus
man, the vile of - fend - er. Our flesh has not those
by their works gain heav - en. The Law is but a
guilt  was e’er in - creas - ing. None can re - move sin’s
h H I A A }
s i ' O —1—e i'\‘ -j . I
o* s e T e ' —
oJ J v
Christ a - lone, Who did for all the
pure de - sires The spir - it of the
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world a - tone; He is our one Re - deem - er
Law re - quires, And lost is our con - di - tion.
sin to  light That lurks with - in  our na - ture.
guile - ful heart—  So deep is our cor - rup - tion.

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.

6  Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead,
Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.

7  Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;



Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”
No falsehood have You spoken.

Baptized into Your precious name,

My faith cannot be put to shame,
And I shall never perish.

8  The Law reveals the guilt of sin
And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in
The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,
No comfort and no blessing.

9  Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
For faith alone can justify;
Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.

A\ 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.
O triune God in heav’n above,
You have revealed Your saving love;

Your blesséd name we hallow.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484-1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,



who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Sit
Offering
“Take My Life”
Adult Choir
Stand
Offertory LSB 176
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 177
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(P)  The Lord be  with you.




And al-so  with you.
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We lift them to  the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage



feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

(P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
Distribution
637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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1 Draw near and take the bod - y of the Lord,
2 He who His  saints in this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward then with  faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink  the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;

To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal Yyields;

And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Of - fered was He for great - est and for least,
With heav’n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,
O Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.

Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.

As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
838 The Salnts in Christ Are One in Every Place
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1 The saints in Christ are one in ev-'ry place
2 In chains for Christ! His  pris’n-ers love to sing,
3 To live 1is Christ, for us, to die is gain;
4 Lord Je - sus Christ! Heav’'n’s praise let earth re - peat;
e
A1 . — | 1 | —
GEESS s — — ——— ==
To serve the Gos - pel of His cost - ly grace;
For slaves and free re - joice to praise  our King;
Where then shall be our hun - ger, dan - ger, pain?
The work that You be - gan, You will  com - plete.
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From those first days to this, our hope the same:
What though the Church on earth still suf - fers wrong?
Our joy to preach good news to rich and poor,
By  grace let ev - ry foe be-come Yourfriend;
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The love of Christ, one Lord, one sav - ing name.
The cross of  Christ re - mains our pil -  grim song.
Then be with Christ, to live for - ev - er - more.
Your day, O  Christ, shall dawn and nev - er end.

Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938, alt.

Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1996 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740

803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore Thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!
2 All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav’n re-flect Thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing andfor - giv - ing, Ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
#
o

Hearts un -fold like flow’rs be-fore Thee, Prais-ing Thee, their sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-roundThee, Cen -ter of un-bro-ken praise.
Well-spring of the joy of liv-ing, O - cean-depth of hap-py rest!

Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness, Drive the gloom of doubt a-way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho-ly Spir - it, Foun-tain-head of love di-vine:

I
Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant-ing bird, and flow - ing foun-tain Call us to re -joice in Thee.
Joy - ful, we Thy heav’n in- her - it! Joy-ful, we by grace are Thine!

Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933, alt.
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867
Text and tune: Public domain

821 Allelgia! Sing to Jesus
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3Al - le - lu - ia! Bread of heav - en, Here on

4 Al - le - lu - ial King e - ter - nal, Lord om -
5Al - le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus; His the
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scep - ter, His the throne; Al - le - lu - 1ia! His the
left in  sor - row now; Al - le - lu - 1ia! He is
earth our food, our stay; Al - le - lu - 1a! Here the
nip - o - tent we own; Al - le - lu - ia! Born of
scep - ter, His the throne; Al - le - lu - 1ia! His the
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tri - umph, His the wvic - to - 1y a - lone.
near us;  Faith be - lieves, nor ques - tions how.
sin - ful Flee to  You from  day to day.
Mar - vy, Earth Your foot - stool, heav’n Your throne.

tri - umph, His the vic - to - ry a - lone.
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Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zi - on Thun - der

Though the cloud from sight re - ceived Him When the
In - ter - ces - sor, Friend of sin - ners, Earth’s Re-
As with - in the  veil You en - tered, Robed in
Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zi - on Thun - der
o) . .
T I I I I I I I I I ]
G e *» £ |7 e 0 e
| [ ] | I = Il [ [ et | ]
') I ' ' I ' ' I I
like a might - y flood: “Je - sus out of
for - ty days were @ O’er, Shall our hearts for -
deem - er, hear our plea Where the songs of
flesh, our great High Priest, Here on earth  both
like a might - y flood: “Je - sus  out of
2 e S B s e e S ———— —— i |
P3| i i T
ev - ’ry mna - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”
get His prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er - more”?
all the sin - less Sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea.
priest and vic - tim In the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
ev - ’ry mna - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and

sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let
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ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice and proud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
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es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

LSB 181

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
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Benediction LSB 183
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I+ give you peace.
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731 0 God, Forsake Me Not
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1 O God, for-sake me not! Your gra-cious pres-ence lend me;

2 O God, for-sake me not! Take not Your Spir - it from me;

3 O God, for-sake me not! Lord, hear my sup-pli - ca - tion!

4 O God, for-sake me not! Lord, I am Yours for - ev - er
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Lord, lead Your help-less child; Your Ho-ly Spir - it send me
Do not per-mit the might Of sin to 0 - ver-come  me.
In ev-ry e-vil hour Help me re - sist temp-ta - tion;
O  keep me strong in faith That I may leave You nev - er
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That 1 my course may run. 0] be my light, my lot,
In - crease my fee - ble faith, Which You a - lone have wrought.
And when the prince of hell My  con-science seeks to blot,
Grant me a bless - ed end When my good fight is fought;
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God, for-sake me not!
God, for-sake me not!
God, for-sake me not!
God, for-sake me not!

My staff, my rock, my shield—
(0] be my strength and pow’r—
Be then not far from me—
Help me in life and death—

Text: Salomo Franck, 1659-1725; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen
Text and tune: Public domain
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