Whear Ridge Lutberan Cburch

Third Sunday in Advent
December 17, 2023
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The Tes’timon9 of John the Baptist
John 1:6-8, 19-28



346 When All the World Was Cursed
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
4 0 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con-so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’'s =zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.

He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Stand

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

Psalm 85:8-9, 12—13; antiphon: v. 7

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.
Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.
Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.
Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,*
and our land will yield its | increase.
Righteousness will go be- | fore him*
and make his foot- | steps a way.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutatiog and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious

visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

) | |
A - men.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

IThe Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.



4They shall build up the ancient ruins;

they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations. . . .

8For I the LORD love justice;
I hate robbery and wrong;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
10] will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
IFor as the earth brings forth its sprouts,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise

to sprout up before all the nations.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*
Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.

Blesséd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless you.

Epistle

Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

1 Thessalonians 5:16—-24

l6Rejoice always, 7pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain

from every form of evil.

2ZNow may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e - ter-nal life.

Holy Gospel
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.

|
Al-le-1u
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that
all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . .

19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 2LAnd they asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We
need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”” 22He said, “I am the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do
not know, 2’even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place

in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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I Hark! A thrill - ing voice s sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - 1y, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
carth - bound  soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’'n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.



And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering

“Away in a Manger”
The Lietzau Kids

Offertory

What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to

me? I will of-fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing  and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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P The Lord be  with you.

And al-so  with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly  Lord, Lord God of
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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Bless - ed s He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 180
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
Distribution

354 Arise, O Christian People
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your-selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum - ble heart and low - ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh -ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The heart sin - cere and right, That

Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth and light were giv - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a-
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; riu sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;
3 The saints, who here in pa - tience Their cross and suf- f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec-ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is near
Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - lu-ias clear.
Shall live and reign for - ev - er When sor-row is no more.
A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
H8
[ o T P I [ | I ! |
[ [ I ] f I [T !
LT I 1 I || I i ‘I dl ‘ I
Q) I I [ I .
The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing And soon is draw -ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle;
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry;

At mid - night comes the cry.
The Bride-groom is
In tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their

at hand.

di - a- dems of gold.

The day of earth’s re-demp - tion That sets Your peo - ple free!
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, alt.
Tune: Swedish
Text and tune: Public domain
341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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1 Lift wup your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
2 A righ - teous Help - er comes to thee; His char - iot
3 How blest the land, the cit - vy blest, Where Christ the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
is hu -mil - i - ty, His king - ly crown is ho - 1 -
rul - er is con-fessed! O peace-ful hearts and hap - py
tem - ple set a - part Fromearth - ly use for heav’n’s em -
Thee; here, Lord, a - bide! O en - ter with Thy grace di -

near; The Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and sal -
ness, His scep - ter, pit - y in dis - tress. The end  of
homes To whom this King in tri - umph comes! The cloud - less
ploy, A -dorned with prayer and love and joy. So shall your
vine; Thy face of mer - cy on me shine. Thy Ho - ly
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va - tion He

doth bring; There-fore

re - joice and glad -ly sing.

all our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun. of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
Sov-’reign en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin.
Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: August Lemke, 1820-1913
Text and tune: Public domain
333 Once He Came in Blessing
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1 Once He came in bless - ing, All our sins re -
2 Now He gent - ly leads us; With Him - self He
3 Soon will come @ that hour When with might - y
4 Come, then, O Lord Je - sus, From our sins re -
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dress - ing; Came in like - ness low - ly,
feeds us Pre - cious food from heav - en,
pow - er Christ  will come in splen - dor
lease us. Keep our hearts be - liev - ing,

Son  of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
Pledge of peace here  giv - en, Man - na that will
And will judg-ment ren - der, With the faith - ful
That we, grace re - ceiv - ing, Ev - er may con -
0 |
}#ﬁﬁ — | I —— | % i
— e i
save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par - ing.
fess You Till in heav’n we bless You.



Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534

Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740

Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain

Stand
Thank the Lord LSB 181
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what
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He has done. Let ev - ’ry-one who seeks the Lord re -
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joice andproud -ly bear His name. He re-calls His prom-is-
f) # A |

A
!

7

|
[

L/ |

es and leads His peo - ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks -
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giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - 'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come



prom - ised long; Let ev - 'ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And heavn’s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne And ev - Iy voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters  yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text and tune: Public domain
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