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Last Sunday of the Church Year


November 23, 2025


The Crucifixion

Luke 23:27-43 



610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me







Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain


Confession and Absolution

Stand


The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.


P	 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C	 Amen.


P	 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.


 

P	 Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C	 who made heaven and earth.

P	 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C	 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.


Kneel/Stand


Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.


P	 O almighty God, merciful Father,

C	 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being.


P	 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.


C	 Amen.


Stand


Service of the Word




Introit	 Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8

Let all the earth | fear the LORD;* 
	 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in | awe of him! 
Come, bless the LORD, all you servants | of the LORD,* 
	 who stand by night in the house | of the LORD! 
Lift up your hands to the | holy place* 
	 and | bless the LORD! 
May the LORD bless you from | Zion,* 
	 he who made | heaven and earth! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
	 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
	 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Let all the earth | fear the LORD;* 
	 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in | awe of him!


Kyrie	 LSB 186








Gloria in Excelsis	 LSB 187










































Salutation and Collect of the Day










 

P	 Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your people their offenses that we, 

being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


 





Sit


Old Testament Reading	 Malachi 3:13–18

	 13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ 14You 
have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the 
LORD of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and 
they escape.’”

	 16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of 
remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, 
says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his 
son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one 
who serves God and one who does not serve him.”

 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.




C	 Thanks be to God.


Gradual	 Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 
	 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 
Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,* 
	 in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.


Epistle	 Colossians 1:13–20

	 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

	 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in 
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

 

A	 This is the Word of the Lord.

C	 Thanks be to God.


Stand


Alleluia	 LSB 190





Holy Gospel	 Luke 23:27–43

P	 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter.

 




 

	 27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting for 
him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, 
‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

	 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they came to the place 
that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the 
people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the 
Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
Jews.”

	 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But 
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And 
we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in Paradise.”




 

P	 This is the Gospel of the Lord.





Nicene Creed

C	 I believe in one God,


     the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth

          and of all things visible and invisible.

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,

     begotten of His Father before all worlds,

     God of God, Light of Light,

     very God of very God,

     begotten, not made,

     being of one substance with the Father,

     by whom all things were made;

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

     and was made man;

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

     He suffered and was buried.

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven

     and sits at the right hand of the Father.

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

     whose kingdom will have no end.

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

     the Lord and giver of life,

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

     who spoke by the prophets.

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.


Sit


534 Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor


















Text: George H. Bourne, 1840–1925, alt. 
Tune: William Owen, 1813–93 
Text and tune: Public domain


Sermon


Stand


Offertory	 LSB 192



















Sit


Offering

“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”


Adult Choir

Oliver Molberg, trumpet


Stand


Prayer of the Church


Service of the Sacrament


Preface	 LSB 194







 







 










P	 It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:


Sanctus	 LSB 195



















Lord’s Prayer	 LSB 196

P	 Our Father who art in heaven,


     hallowed be Thy name,

     Thy kingdom come,

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

     give us this day our daily bread;

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

     and lead us not into temptation,

     but deliver us from evil.








The Words of Our Lord	 LSB 197

P	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


Pax Domini	 LSB 197








Agnus Dei	 LSB 198

 


















 


Sit


Distribution


639 Wide Open Stand the Gates


















Text: J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, 1808–72; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Tune: Christlich Neu-vermehrt . . . Gesangbuch, 1663, Erfurt 
Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740 
Tune: Public domain


454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle













Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530–609; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740


549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name













5	 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
    The wormwood and the gall, 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
    And crown Him Lord of all.


6	 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all.


7	 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all.


Text (sts. 1–5): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 
Text and tune: Public domain


532 The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns











5	 They suffer with their Lord below, 
    They reign with Him above, 



Their profit and their joy to know 
    The myst’ry of His love.


6	 The cross He bore is life and health, 
    Though shame and death to Him: 
His people’s hope, His people’s wealth, 
    Their everlasting theme.


Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855 
Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707 
Text and tune: Public domain


Stand


Nunc Dimittis	 LSB 199

























Thanksgiving	 LSB 200








A	 Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.


 













Benedicamus	 LSB 202








Benediction	 LSB 202














741 Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense
















5	 Glorified, I shall anew 
    With this flesh then be enshrouded; 
In this body I shall view 
    God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 
In this flesh I then shall see 
Jesus Christ eternally.


6	 Then take comfort and rejoice, 
    For His members Christ will cherish. 
Fear not, they will hear His voice; 
    Dying, they will never perish; 
For the very grave is stirred 
When the trumpet’s blast is heard.


7	 Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave 
    And at death no longer tremble; 
He, the Lord, who came to save 
    Will at last His own assemble. 
They will go their Lord to meet, 
Treading death beneath their feet.


8	 O, then, draw away your hearts 
    From all pleasures base and hollow; 
Strive to share what He imparts 
    While you here His footsteps follow. 
As you now still wait to rise, 
Fix your hearts beyond the skies!


Text: Otto von Schwerin, 1616–79; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain
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