Whear Ridge Lutberan Cburch

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 1, 2026

The Sermon on tl’]C Mount
Matthew 5:1-12



402 The Only Son from Heaven
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1 The on -1ly Son from heav - en, Fore-told by an - cient seers,
2 0 time of God ap-point - ed, O brightand ho - ly morn!
30 Lord, our hearts a - wak - en To know and love You more,
A4 0O Fa - ther, here be - fore You With God the Ho - ly Ghost
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By God the Fa-ther giv - en, In hu - man form ap - pears.
He comes, the king a-noint - ed, The Christ, the vir - gin - born,
In faith to stand un-shak - en, In spir - it  to a - dore,
And Je - sus, we a-dore You, O pride of an - gel host:
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No sphere His light con - fin - ing, No star  so bright - ly
Grim death to  van-quish for us, To o - pen heav’n be -

That we, through this world mov - ing, Each glimpse of heav - en
Be - fore You mor-tals low - ly Cry, “Ho - ly, ho - ly,
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shin - ing As He, our Morn - ing Star.

fore us And bring us life a - gain

prov - ing, May reap its full - ness there.

ho - ly, (0] bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!”

Text (sts. 1-3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500-1535; (sts. 1-3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbtichlein, 1524, Erfurt
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERF

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

(P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.



(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your

sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit

For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,*

nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of | scoffers;
but his delight is in the law | of the LORD,*
and on his law he meditates | day and night.

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not | wither.*

In all that he does, he | prospers.
The wicked | are not so,*
but are like chaff that the wind | drives away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,*
nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous, *
but the way of the wicked will | perish.
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Psalm 1:1-5; antiphon: v. 6
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we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,

We praise Thee,

men.
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glory.

Thy great

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for
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Al - mighty.

God the Fa-ther

King,

O Lord God, heav’n-ly
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Christ;

Je - sus

the only - begotten Son,

O Lord,
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Father,
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Lamb of God,

O Lord God,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on
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re-ceive our prayer.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P Let us pray.

(P Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright.
Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Sit

Old Testament Reading

Gradual

IHear what the LORD says:
Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has an indictment against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3“0 my people, what have I done to you?
How have I wearied you? Answer me!
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.

50 my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,

and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,

that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

6“With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

8He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Praise the LORD, all | nations!*

Extol him, all | peoples!

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*

Epistle

bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!

For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? 2!For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but



we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 22God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are
not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 3°He is the source
of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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ISeeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

o“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
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you.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav -ior, Source of life and
2 As You, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, So may we for
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and
4 Son  of God, e - ter - nal Sav -ior, Source of life and
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truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oth - ers live. Free - ly have Your gifts been grant - ed;
Prince of Peace; Hush the storm of strife and  pas - sion,
truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
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Hal-lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the
Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal-lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo -ry, For Your own will ev - er plead: Fill
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; We

toil - ing, By Your

us with Your
but stew-ards

si - lent hours of pain, Quench our fe - vered

will -ing  That Your peo - ple should be one, Grant, O grant our
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love and pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.
of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - i - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt.
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon
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Offering
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
Children’s Choir
Stand
Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 194
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(P} Let us give thanks un -to the Lord, our God.



4 T T i I
EEE S
It is meet and right
o e o e
=) —

P

Sanctus

Lord’s Prayer

The Children's Choir will sing the Sanctus.

(P}  Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

|

The Words of Our Lord
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remembrance of Me.”
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

LSB 197
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God,

that tak - est a-way the sin of the
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer -cyup-on us.
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637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
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1 Draw near and take the bod - y of the Lord,
2 He who  His saints in this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;

To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal yields;

And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Of - fered was He for great - est and for least,
With  heav’'n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,
O Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
o) . ‘
A | —— i | p —— ] I A
K ————eo 91— —o 1 “——6c—f5—1
Q) et I
Him - self the vic - tim  and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to  the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing
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1 Hail, O Source of ev - ry bless-ing, Fa - ther of our

2 Once far off but now in - vit - ed, We  ap-proach Your

3 Hail, O all - in - it - ing Sav - ior! Gen -tiles now their
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hu - man race! Gen -tiles now, Your grace pos-sess-ing, In Your
sa - cred throne, In  Your cov - € - nant u - nit - ed, Rec - on -
of - f’rings bring, In  Your tem-ples seek Your fa - vor, Je - sus
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courts ob - tain a place. Grate-ful now, we fall be-fore You,
ciled, re-deemed, made one. Now re-vealed to east - ern sa - ges,
Christ, our Lord and King. May we, bod -y, soul, and spir - it,
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In  Your Church re - joice to live, See Your glo - ry
See the Star of Mer - cy shine, Mys - t'ry  hid in
Live de - vot - ed to  Your praise, Glo - rious realms of
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and a - dore You, Thank - ful for the  grace You give.
for - mer a - ges, Mys - try great of love di - vine.

bliss in - her - it, Grate - ful an - thems ev - er raise.

Text: Basil Woodd, 1760-1831, alt.
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen
Text and tune: Public domain



690 Hope of the World
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1 Hope of the world, Thou Christ of great com - pas - sion;
2 Hope of the world, God’s gift from high - est heav - en,
3 Hope of the world, a - foot on dust -y high - ways,
4 Hope of the world, who by Thy cross didst save us
5 Hope of the world, (0] Christ, o’er death vic - to - rious,
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Speak to our fear - ful hearts by con - flict rent.
Bring - ing to hun - gry souls the bread of life,
Show - ing to wan-d’ring souls the path of light,
From death and dark de - spair, from sin and guilt,
Who by this sign didst con - quer grief and pain,
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Save wus, Thy peo - ple, from con-sum-ing pas - sion,
Still  let Thy Spir - it un - to us be giv - en
Walk Thou be - side us lest the tempt-ing by - ways
We ren - der back the love Thy mer - cy gave us;
We would be faith - ful to Thy Gos-pel glo - rious.
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Who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.
To heal earth’s wounds and end our bit - ter strife.
Lure us a - way from Thee to end - less night.
Take Thou our lives and use them as  Thou wilt.
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost for - ev - er reign!

Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974
Tune: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79

Text: © 1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740

Tune: Public domain

683 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me
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1 Je - sus, Thybound - less love to me No thought can reach, no
2 O grantthat noth - ing in my soul Maydwell, but Thy pure
3 This love un-wea - ried I pur-sue And daunt-less - ly to
4 In  suf-f’ring be Thy love my peace, In weak-ness be  Thy
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tongue de - clare; U - nite my thank - ful heart to Thee,
love a - lone; Oh, may Thy love pos - sess me whole,
Thee as - pire. Oh, may Thy love my hope re - new,
love my pow’r; And when the storms of life shall cease,
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And reign with-out a ri - val  there! Thine whol-ly, Thine a-
My joy, my trea-sure, and my crown! All cold-ness from my
Burn in  my soul like heav’n-ly fire! And day and night, be
(@) Je - sus, in that fi - nal hour, Be @ Thou my rod and
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Nunc Dimittis

N . o
lone I am; Be Thou a-lone my con - stant flame.
heart re-move; My ev - ’ry act, word, thought be love.
all my care To guard this sa - cred trea - sure there.
staff  and guide, And draw me safe - ly to Thy side!

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703-91, alt.

Tune: Norman Cocker, 1889-1953

Text: Public domain

Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000740
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-entheGen-tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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And with thy spir - it




Benedicamus
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I« give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er  Son!
2 He comes with res-cue speed -y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show -ers Up - on the fruit- ful earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and in - cense bring;
5 O’er ev - 'ty foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,

Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.

From age to

age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,

To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,

Be - fore Him

on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;

To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;

The tide of

time shall nev - er His COV - € - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ui -ty
Whose souls, con-demnedand dy - ing, Were pre-ciousin His sight.
And  righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  king-dom with - out end.
His  name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to us is Love.
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Tune: Leonhart Schréter, c. 1532-c. 1601
Text and tune: Public domain
Postlude
Luther s Morning Prayer
Children’s Choir
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